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FOREWORD 
Realizing that the Du Page church has had a most 
marvelous and romantic history, and owing to the fact 
that the records are complete from th: very beginning of 
its organization—an incident that is seldom equalled in any 


~ church society and especially in a country church—this 


booklet is hereby published for the purpose of acquainting 
the‘members and friends of tre church more fully of its 
interesting history, 01 inspiring all to greater zeal and en- 
thusia: m in the work of His kingdom to the erd that the 
rising generation may carry on-and magnify the noble 
work so gloriously wrought by those sturdy, God-fearing 
pioneers of the early 30’s. 

There are undoubtedly some mistakes in the historical 
sketch, but this may be due to the fact that many of th 
earlier records are somewhat ambiguous, and allowances 
had to be made for contradictory statements. 


We are greatly indebted to Ray L. Carr for the splen- 


did presentation of this historical sketch. Much time and 
work was given that this might be possible and we take 
this opportunity of expressing the sincere thanks of the 
entire community to Mr. Carr for his work. 
Yours in His service. 
WYLIE F. STEEN, Pastor. 
The Manse, June, 1923. 
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DuPage, Illinois 


Organized July 13, 1833. 
First church erected 1852. 
Second church erected 1908. 
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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 
By RAY CARR 
FIRST PERIOD 1888-1844 


Old Cook county was organized in 1831 and was composed of the 
territory that now includes Cook, Lake, McHenry, DuPage, Will, 


-_ Kankakee and Iroquois counties. In 1880 the first settlers took up 


claims at, or near the forks of the Du Page river, afterwards named 
Fountaindale. In 1882 Oratas Kent, a Presbyterian missionary, 
preached toa few neighbors at the old hickory school house, which 
was built late-in the fall of 1882 and over which Morgan Babcock 
presided as the first teacher. It was the first public school district 
organized in the territory of old Cook county, Captain Boardman be- 
ing the moving spirit in the organization. The site of the old hickory 
school house, the foundation of which may yet be seen, is near the 
home of T. P. Royce and is located on the farm now owned by Henry 
Staffeldt. In this rude, humble building on Saturday, July 18, 1838, 
by a request of a number of persons at Du Page to be organized into 
a church, Rev. Jeremiah Porter and Rev. Nathaniel C. Clark, Pres- 
byterian missionaries from old Cook county and Rev, Calvin W. Bab- 


bit of Tazewell county met, and after prayer and some appropriate 


remarks proceeded to examine the credentials of applicants At this 
meeting sixteen persons were received by letter as follows: Israel 
P. Blodget, Avici Blodget, Lucetta Barber, Robert Strong, Caroline 
W. Strong, Constant Abbot, Isaac Clark, Clarissa R. Clark ‘Leister 
Peet, Henry H. Goodrich, Thankful S. Goodrich, Eliza S. Goodrich, 
Samuel Goodrich, Lydia Goodrich, Pomeroy Goodrich and Lucy M. 
Goodrich After articles of faith and covenant were adopted, the 
members then proceeded to the election of elders. Isaac Clark, 
Pomeroy Goodrich and Leister Peet were duly elected us the first 
elders of the church. The meeting was then adjourned to 12 o'clock 
the following day. On the next day, a beautiful summer subboth, a 
great number of earnest men and women, clad in the simple garb of 
the pioneer days, gathered from far and near. The school house 
could not hold the throng, so the meeting was held under the shade 
of the adjacent trees. All the while-a group of Indians, in silent be- 
wilderment, viewed the white man worshipping God. After a ser- 
mon and other religious exercises, Isaac Clark, Pomeroy Goudrich 
and Leister Peet were solemnly ordained to the office of ruling elder. 
Tke church was then declared duly organized. During an inter- 
mission the session met with Rev. N. C. Clark as moderator. The 
following persons were received into the church by letter: > Sarah 
Peet, Eunice Peet and Mrs. Prudence Smith. After the intermission. 
tke Lord’s supper was administered to about forty communicants. 
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‘The exercises were closed with singing and the benediction. The 
records state that the meeting was solemn and ‘‘the divine presence 
manifested to some degree’. Thus on July 14, 1833, at the first pub- 
lic school house erected in old Cook county, was organized the First 
Presbyterian church ot DuPage and the second church of any religious 
denomination organized in old Cook county, the First Presbyterian 
church of Chicago being established just eighteen days before. 


Rev. N. G. Clark had charge of the church for three years after 


its organization. For nearly twenty years the congregation had no 
house of worship, meetings being held in school houses, groves and 
private dwellings. Ata meeting of the church on August 29th; 1833, 
Rev. N. C. Clark and Pomeroy Goodrich were appointed a committee 
to consult with the Christians in this vicinity regarding the form of 
church government to be adopted’in this’ region of country. It was 
also recommended [1] that a church meeting for prayer and conver- 
sation be held on the last Friday of each month; [2] that the pastor 
as soon as practicable visit every family in the settlement and that 
each of the brethren in turn when called upon accompany him to as- 
certain the state of religious feeling and to awaken attention on the 
subject, especially to explain the object and plan of sabbath schools 
and distribution of tracts; [3] that a contribution for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of the church be taken at the monthly church 
meeting [4] that there be a weekly prayer meeting in the neighbor- 
hoods of Robert Strong and’ Pomeroy Goodrich. At another meeting 
of the church on November 29th, 1833, the committee appointed to 
consult on the form of church governmont reported that the church 
already formed chose to remain as it was, Presbyterian; also that 
probably a majority of Christians not organized into churches would 
prefer the Congregational mode of government. At this time the 
following requirements of all members of the church were also made: 
[1] that they totally abstain-from the manufacture, traffic and use of 
ardent spirits and from furnishing them on any occasion except for 
medicinal, chemical or mechanical purposes; [2] that it is the indis- 
pensable duty of church members, when not hindered by unavoidable 
providences, to attend all church appointments and by neglecting to 
do so they subject themselves to the censure and discipline of the 
church. January 31st, 1834, the session and church passed a resolu- 
tion that the Lord’s Supper be administered hereafter once in two 
months unless hindered by unavoidable providences. 

May 2nd, 1884, the church again introduced the subject of church 
government after which the following resolutions were adopted: that 
the name and form of government of our church be changed from 
Presbyterian to Congregational.’ All-present but one voted in favor 
of the resolution, that a copy of the resolution be sent to the churches 
at Chicago, Hickory Creek, Meachem’s Grove, Walker's Grove, (now 


t 


on, 


Plainfield) and Ottawa, and that they be requested to send delegates 


to meet delegates from this church at Walker’s Grove on the second © 


Tuesday of June next to take action on the expediency and propriety 
of adopting the Congregational mode of church government. July 5, 
1834, the church endorsed the following resolutions: [1] that it shall 
be the duty of the moderator to note absences from church appoint- 
ments and at the next meeting call on the absentees for a reason of 
-their absence; [2] that we raise One Hundred Dollars to-help support 
preaching among us for the year ending July 1, 1835. 

* August 1, 1834, the church voted to change the name and form of 
government from Presbyterian to Congregational and Isaac Clerk, 
Pomeroy Goodrich and Leister Peet were chosen deacons. April 6th, 
1835, the church appointed four delegates to attend a convention of 
Congregational churches to be held at.Big Grove for the purpose of 
considering the expediency of forming an association of the Congre- 
gational churches in this part of the state. April 24, 1835, the church 
passed the followinp resolutions: [1] that persons uniting with this 
church by letter be required to give a brief relation of their religious 
experience and answer such questions relative to their views of doc- 
trine and duty as the moderator and members of the church may 
think proper to ask; [2] that we consider the obligation of parents to 
give up their children in baptism as scriptural and highly important, 
but in some cases where persons differ from us on thig subject and 
cannot owing to conscientious scruples practice infant baptism, we 
think they may unite with us. 

July 31, 1835, the church adopted the urticles of faith and consti- 
tution of the Fox River Union and thereupon was considered as asso- 
ciated with that ecclesiastical body. October 2nd, 1835, the church 
voted to ask aid of the American Home Missionary society to support 
the pastor to the amount of two hundred dollars. In July 1836, Rev. 
N. GC. Clark resigned and on July 28th, 1837, Rev. Jeremiah G Porter 
began his labors as the jirst settled pastor of the church and was in- 
stalled in September of that year. In July, 1838, Rev. Porter began 
to preach every Sunday afternoon in the school house at Naperville. 
Inasmuch as the subscriptions for the salary of Rev. Porter were not 
met during 1837, on September 18, 1838, a proposition was presented 
by a committee from the East DuPage church to the DuPage church 
to unite with them in the support of Mr. Porter. Later this propo- 
sition was gladly accepted by the church. In September, 1837, the 
church voted to devise means for the erection of a more suitable 
meeting house, as the present house of worship was far too small 


and also inconvenient. At another meeting the church voted to build 
a house for public worship the ensuing spring. James Towner, Will- 
iam Smith, Isaac Clark, Josiah Strong and Samuel Goodrich were 
chosen a committee to make suitable arrangements and to circulate a 
subscription for building said house. 
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By request of the Congregational church of Du Page a council of 
ministers and delegates from the neighboring churches of Hadley, 
Joliet, Plainfield, Elk Grove, Elgin and Charleston convened at the 
home of Henry Goodrich in Du Page on April 17, 1889. Rev. Porter 
explained to the council the matter of difference that existed in the 
church in regard to a place of worship. The councildecided the mat- 
ter by advising the Du Page church to make Naperville the common 
center of their worship. May 30, 1839, the Du Page congregation 
assembled for worship at Naperville, and organized the First Con- 
gregational society of Naperville. At a special meeting of the 
church on July 16, 1839, it was found that One Hundred Dollars was 
still due to Rev. Porter for his salary for 1888. Rev.Porter then 
asked the church to furnish him with hay and-wood and he would de- 
duct Seventy-five Dollars on his salary “This proposition was gladly 
accepted by the church. The church held a business meeting on Feb- 
ruary 5th, 1840 when it granted a request of Rev. Porter to give half 
of his time to the Lockport church owing to the pecuniary embarrass- 
ment of the Du Page church. The church also agreed to pay Mr. 
Porter its full subscription for that year, notwithstanding the fact 
that he would be absent half of the time. Owing to the consequent 
inability of the church to raise the adequate salary for Mr. Porter, 
he closed his labors with the church July 28, 1840. November 7, 1840 
the church extended a call to Rev. John H. Prentiss, of Union Grove, 
Illinvis [Ottawa Presbytery] woo accepted and began his labors at 
once. His salary was to be Three Hundred Dollars a year, one half 
to be paid in produce and the balance in cash in quarterly payments. 
July 12th, 1842, Rev. Prentiss was duly installedas pastor by the Fox 

tiver Union of Congregational Churches. Rev. Prentiss handed in 
his resignation August 18th, 1843 and closed his work on September 
lst of that year. January Gth, 1844 at the monthly church meeting 
held at the court house in Naperville, the following named persons 
were granted letters of dismission for the purpose of organizing a 
church in Du Page where they resided: Samuel Goodrich, Lydia 
Goodrich, Robert Strong, Caroline W. Strong, Maria Smith, Frances 
E Towner, Zipporah Williams, Lyman Meacham, Sarah F. Meacham, 
Emma Barber, Reuben W. Smith, and Caroline B. Smith. 


SECOND PERIOD 1844-1870 


March 9th, 1844, several persons who were members of ‘the First 
Congregational church at Naperville and other churches met at the 
old hickory school house in Du Page and were organized into a Pres- 
byterian church by Rev. Romulus Barnes and Rev. Orange Lyman. 
The persons composing the church at its organization were: Samuel 
Goodrich, Lydia Goodrich, Robert Strong, Caroline Strong, Francis 
E. Towner, Lyman Meacham, Reuben “W.- Smith, Sybel Boughton, 
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Warren W. Boughton. Mary Boughton, Robert Freeman and Adaline 
Freeman. Samuel Goodrich, Robert Freeman and Robert Strong 
were elected ruling elders. March 28rd of the same year Robert 
Strong was elected clerk of the session and the following persons 


" were received into the church by letter: Seth D. Boughton, Mathew 


C. Boughton. Julia A. Boughton, Zipporah Williams, Catherine 
Towner and Hannah Boughton. May 26th, 1844 Robert Strong was 
appointed delegate to attend the meeting of Ottawa Presbytery at 
Joliet and was instructed to ask that the church be admitted to the 
Presbytery. — 

In the summer of 1844 Rev. Jonathan G. Porter became the pas- 
tor of the church. Ata meeting of the church held December 17th, 
1864 Lyman Meacham, Seth D. Bonghtonand Mungo Patterson were 
elected the first trustees of the church to serve for one year. Sep- 
tember 25th, 1847 the church resolved that it was expedient to build 
a house of worship and a committee of seven, composed of Lyman 
Meacham, John Barber, Robert Strong, Luther Smith, Robert Clow, 
Sr., Seth D. Boughton and Mr. Abbott were chosen to select a suit- 
able site. Another meeting was held October 9th of the same year 
when Robert Strong, one of the committee appointed to select a site, 
reported that after consultation and mature deliberation on the sub- 
ject considering all interests concerned and the convenience of those 
who attend meeting and those who probably will attend, the com- 
mittee recommends that at or near the corners in the woods north of 
Reuben Smith’s is on the whole the best location for a church, and 
that more money will be subscribed to build on that site than on any 
other. After some discussion the report was accepted. 

The church met again November tth, 1847 when the report pre- 
sented at the previous meeting concerning a site was rejected. A 
committee of two was then appointed to go through the society and 
take the vote of each member for a site on which to build a church, 
R. W. Smith and Harry Higgins were chosen that committee and 
John Barber, Samuel Goodrich and Luther Smith were appointed a 
committee of three to canvas the votes that shall be taken. Decem- 
cer 81st, 1847, the trustees agreed with Rev. Porter for his minister- 
ial services for 1848 and pledged to give him a salary of Four Hun- 
dred Dollars, Two hundred and fifty to be raised by subscription and 
One hundred and fifty dollars to be secured from the home mission- 
ary society. Meanwhile on October 8th. 1847, the Presbytery of Chi- 
cago which had been established by the synod at Peoria, held its first 
meeting in the hickory school house now called the Du Page school 
house. : 

It may be interesting to note that :fter 75 years have elapsed 
the Presbytery of Chicago has grown to be the fourth largest pres- 
bytery in the United States and is now compused of 111 churches with 
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34000 members. October 2Jth, 1848, the report of the selecting com- 
mittee for deciding a site was read and Robert Clow, Samuel Good- 
rich and Robert strong were chosen a building committee July 21st, 
1849, the church resolved to proceed to build as soon as practicable 
and Seth D. Boughton was added to the building committee. Alsoa 
committee was appointed to visit the subscribers and take their notes 
—one-half payable on October Ist and the other half on April 1st. 
R. W. Smith and Seth D. Boughton were chosen that committee. In 
1850 Rev. Porter resigned to accept a call to Wilmington, Illinois, 
and Rev. W. R Downs was engaged as a supply. 

February 16th, 1850, the church adopted a constitution for gov- 
ernment of the society. This constitution was drafted by a commit- 
tee composed of Rev. W. R Downs, Robert Strong and Lyman 
Meacham. March 8th, 1850. the trustees engaged Rev. Downs for 
the sum of $350 a year, $220 to’ be raised by the members of the 
church and $180 to be securedfrom the home missionary society. 
March 9, 1851, the church elected a new committee composed of 
Samuel Goodrich, L. B. Anderson and Hiram Johnson to select a site, 
raise a subscription and build a meeting-house. May 6th, 1851, an 
effort was made to organize 1 Congregational church at Barber’s Cor- 
ners, but seeing the folly of maintaining two separate church organ- 
izations in one community, another meeting was held at the DuPage 
school house five days later, May 11th, 1851, when the two churches 
were united into one, which organization would be called The First 
Presbyterian of DuPage with the provision that elders and deacons 
shall be elected annually and that the church may send delegates to 
both the Fox River and to Presbytery. Robert Strong, Robert Free- 
man and Samuel Goodrich were elected ruling elders and Lyman 
Meachem and Simeon D. Clark, deacons. Simeon D. Clark, Seth D. 
Boughton, Hiram Johnson, Lyman Meacham and A. C. Clark were 
chosen trustees. : 

A call was then extended to Rev. Charles L. Bartlett, who accept- 
cepted and began his labors in ‘September, 1851. The trustees agreed 
to pay him a salary of $400 a year—$200 to be raised by subscription 
and $200 to be secured from the Home Missionary Society. Cn Feb- 
ruary 24, 1853, the Chicago Presbytery met at the church and in- 
stalled Rev. Bartlett as pastor, and on that day the new sanctuary 
was dedicated to the Lord and the work of His kingdom During this 
period of the church’s history, church trials were quite common. 
Members were cited to appear before the session to answer to charges 
for misconduct at the Sabbath services, failure to obey the ordinances 
of the church, or for misconduct in their homes. If the offender fail- 
ed to acknowledge his guilt or did not appear before the session when 
summoned, he was suspended from church membership until repent- 
ance was made. The records show that in some cases.certain persons 
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never were restored to. their membership again. Rev. Bartlett re- 
signed his pastorate in April, 1857, and the pulpit was filled by differ- 
ent brethren until 1864 when Rev. Johnathan G. Porter was again 
called to the pastorate and on December Ist, 1868, he was once more 
installed the pastor of the church. The next year came the union of 
the old and new school branches of the Presbyterian church. 


THIRD PERIOD 1870-1909 


In 1870 the house of worship proved tv be inadequate and 
thereupon was enlarged by building on the front portion of it with 
the steeple. The trustees bought 5.48 acres of Jand for a consid - 
eration of Five Hundred and Forty-eight Dollars including the lot 
on which the church now stands, on which in 1880 the Manse was 
ercteed. Owing to ill health and the increasing infirmities of age, 
Rev. Porter resigned his pastorate December 14th, 1878, Rev. 
Thomas Burnett of Oronoco, Minnesota, accepted a call to the 
church in 1880 and was installed as pastor on October 23rd, 1881. 
A memorial service in honor of Reverand Jonathan G. Porter, who 
was the beloved pastor fur a period of twenty years, was held in 
the church on the Sabbath of March 4th, 1883. lev. Burnett 


preacned a memorial sermon and reminiscences of the life of the. 


deceased were tenderly presented by Elder Barber, of Joliet Central 
church, Deacons Knickerbocker and Goodrich of Naperville Congre- 
gational church, and Chauncey Higgins of DuPage. The fiftieth 
anniversary of the organization of the church was fittingly observed 
on July 15th, 1883. with services in the church both morning and 
afternoon. Rev. E. R. Davis of Cn cago. preached the anniversary 
sermon, after which Robert Patterson was ordained as ruling elder 
to til the vacancy mae by the lat2 Norton Eaton. The afternoon 
service opened at 3 o’clock Rebert Patterson, superintendent of 
the Sunday School, read a nistorical paper on ‘‘The History of the 
Sunday Schooi’’ and then in behalf of the school presented Fider 
Robert Strong, the founder of the school, with a beautiful portable 
bookcase and two volumes of standard books. Mr. Strong who was 
surprised and deeply moved by this tribute of love and respect, 
responded and accepted the gifts. Rev. Burnettt then gave an ad- 
dress of welcome to the frends from the other branch of the origi- 
naJ church at Naperville. which was responded to in an admirable 
spirit by Rev. J. © Myers, pastor of that church. Then Mrs. 
Jeremiah Porter, whose husband was onz of the original founders 
of the church, by special request. maie a very tender and loving 
adiress which was emphasized ny ner venerable appearance. The 
pastorate of Rev. Burnett came to a close Aug. 14, 1885, 
when he passed away at Manitou Springs, Colorado,whither he had 
gone in pursuit of health. His remains were brought here and 
ths funeral hela is the MuPage church where he had labored so 


12. 


ont 


a 


i 


=] 


SS ete rar 


faithfully for five years. ‘The church suffered another deep loss in 
the death on December 29, 1285, of Elder Robert Strong. who 
was a member of the church since its organization and was rulling 
elder for a period of near'y 42 yeara. 

Rev. James T. Ford was next called to the pastorate and began 
his duties early in 1887. April 18th, 1891, he closed his work 
here and Rev. O. D. Covert took up the pastoral duties in Fetru- 
ary, 1892 He labored until June, 1896, and in 1897, Elder Ro-- 
bert Patterson became pastor filling the pulpit until his death on 
January 15, 1900. In February, 1900. Rev. Matthew Brown Mc 
Nuttt, a 1900 graduate of the McCormick Theogoical seminary, 
was extended a call. He accepted and began his Jabors here on 
May of that year. An adjourned meeting-of Chicago Presbytery 
was held in the church, July 14th, “1900, and ordained Rev. Mc- 
Natt, after which the newly minister with the assistance of Pres- 
bvtery ordained William H. ‘Patterson as ruling elder. At a cun- 
gregational meeting held April 13th, 1902, Rev. McNutt was duly 
elected pastor of the church.- The following committee signed the 
call: A. S. Paterson, R. H. Pennington. Mrs. J. E. Musse)- 
man, Mra. Robert Wightman and-H B. Gecmmon. His salaary 
was to be $700 a year, use cf the manse and three weeks’ vaca- 
tion in the eummer ° The pastor's installation took place in July, 
1902. ‘his pastorate was one in which many of the fatent 
forces of the church work were organized and greatly strenathened. 
Tne smiritual life of the church waa also tenderly cared for as 
there were few communions when new members were not received 
into the church. During the years 19001910 there were 141 
p*rsans welcomed into church fellowship, which is the greatest 
number of additions for a similar period in the history of the 
church. In January, 1901, was organized the Young Women’s 
Massionary Society which continued for several years and did a 
grand work in the cause of uplifting the young women to a higher 
standard uf utility in all lines of religious work. The cradle rall 
and home departments of the Sunday School were hoth organized 
January 1, 1903, and these still remain intact. to the present time. 

The first annual reunion of the church was held Saturday, March 
21st, 1903, with about 120 people present. Elder William H. 
Patterson was the mod-rator of the day. The table committee was 
composed of Mrs W. D Boughton. Mrs. William Walker and_Mra. 
F: S. Cowles. The opening hymn was ‘‘Blest be the tie that 
binds.’’ The pastor read Psalm 48.after which Hider Daniel Pat- 
terson led in prayer. Then followed an address by the pastor. 
The reparts of the various branches of the work were next in order, 
viz; Gharles Firestein, treasurer of the Church and Sunday Schoul; 
Jennie McPherson and Mary K. Patterson,the Girls’ Mission Band; 
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Mra. Jesse Thompson, Mrs. A. S. Patterson, Mrs. Robert Wight- 
man and Miss Florence Thompson, the Women’s Missionary Society. 
A. S. Patterson gave an address on ‘‘Proportionate and Systematic 
Giving,’’ and George Boardman alsn spoke on ‘‘The purpose of the 
Sunday School and how best to accomplish that purpose.’’ The af- 
ternoon meeting opened with a short business meeting during which 
Aaron Waite was re-elected trustre. The pastor called the roll 


and sixty-eight members present responded with a verse of Scrip- 


ture. The Rev. George P. Williams of Chicago, then gave a stir- 
ring address on ‘“The Real Power of the Church.’’ The congrega- 
tion sang “‘The Sweet Bye and Bye’’ and were dismissed by the 
benediction. This was*truly a day of great spiritua’ blessing to 
the church. and these reunions have been held annually ever since. 
Rev. McNutt’s work among the-young ‘men of the parish was es 
peciallly praise-worthy and far reaching and evidences of his kindly 
leadership are still seen in the church life of today. The preseat 
young men’s class in the Sunday School is the outgrowth of Mr. 
McNutt’s young men’s class which started with one or two mem- 
bers and grew until it had a membership of over forty. The Young 
Men’s Bible Class was duly organized February 16th, 1906, and 
for several years monthly meetings were held (first at the Grange 
Hall and later in the new church building), when the members un- 
der the leadership of the pastor were given training in parliamen- 
tary practices, literary attainments, and especially extemperaneous 
speaking. As a result of this extemperaneous speaking the young 
men were after ziven charge of gospel services held in neighboring 
achool houses and groves. During the winter of 1906-07 the young 
men’s Bible cluss launched a lecture or lyceum course at an expen- 
diture of $125. So successful were the first uvdertaking that the 
course was continued until now it has grown to be one of the Jead- 
ing rural lyceum courses of the whole country. The course recent- 
ly closed its s xteenth season with an expenditure of over $300, 
and the home talent number so largely ‘attended that it had to be 
given two nights to accomodate the crowd. A very interesting ex- 
periment in rural church publicity was launched by Rev. McNutt 
in the fall of 1906 when he edited and pubished a fortnightly bul- 
letin callled ‘‘Our Church Work,’’ the circulation of which grew 
from 80 to over 200 cupies per issue. This little sheet did much 
to awaken an interest throughout the entire community in the work 
of the church. and was continued with very fruitful results for 
nearly six years. 

A congregational meeting of the church was held Sunday, De- 
cember 29th. 1907, when the foilowing resolutions were passed 
with H. B. Grommon as moderator: Resolved. That it is the sense 
of this congregation that the time has come when a better church 


14 


building is neeJed. Therefore, be it further resolved: ‘hat the 

chair appoint a committee of twelve to secure plans for and esti 

mates uf the cost of remodelling our old or building a new church, 

and that this meeting adjourns subject to the call of such commit- 

tee. The committee anpointed was as follows: M. 8. McNutt, 

John Breitweiser, Frank Eaton, G. G. Lambert, Frans Stewart, ve 

George Boardman, 4. S Patterson. W. D. Beughton and Mesdames oil : 

A. S. Clow, J. P. Patterson,, J. F. Royce and Belle Emery. Ths ~ 
a next congregational meeting ws held Sunday, February %3rd, 
. 1908, when the committee of twelve reported that according to ar 

tc chitect Wehster s estimate the remodeling would cost ~ $7,800.00 

and a new edifice such as would meet the need would cost $9 - 

700.00 with tne Sunday Scho»! in the -basement, or $11,000.00 

with the Sunday Schoo! room “yjbave ground These figures 

included everything complete. The committee submitied with 1ts 
report, a recommendation to the effect that the congregation make 

an effort to raise funds for ainew edifice not to exceed $10,000.00 

in cost, with the cindition that the building 1s not to proceed until 

an amount approvei by the congregation is in sight. The congre- 

gation adopted the report with the recommendation. H. B. Grom- 

mon and Rev. McNutt w re aopointed to solicit the funds 
Another congregational me ting was held June 14th of the same 
year with H. B Gromman as moderator and George B. Boardman 

as clerk Tse committee apvoinied to sulicit funds for the new 

church reported that the sum of $8,900.00 had been subscrived, 

which included all amounts pledged by classes and organizations as 
wel as an estimated value of the old church building. Mr. 

Grommon offered the following motion which was seconded by Mr. 

Boardman and voted by the congregation: ‘‘That the congreation 

of the DuPaze Presbyterian Church proceed to build a new church 

on the present site and a comitttee consisitng of W. D.. Boughton 

and G G. Lambert be authorized and instructed to proceed with 

said bivlding within one year from date. The said church with 

furnishing and equipment complete in every particular to cost in 

no event a sum to exceed the umount subscribed as pledged for the 

purpose on June 29th, 1908. The said committee sha.) have au- 

thority to dispose of the present church builoing.’’ Later H. B. 

Grommon was added as a third member of the building committee. 

| The contract for the erection of the new church was let to W. 

} Herbert of Joliet for $6,707.00 which did not include the painting, 

’ decorating, glass or furnishings | The work on the new church be- 

v gan August 17th, 1908. It was found that the old church build- 
ing could be used tu a good advantage, as the lumber was sound 
and the structure in good condition otherwise. So it was decided 
to make a Sunday School apartment out of the old edifice, and 
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build a new auditorium to the south and adjoining the oid. The 
new addition to be 40x58 feet and seating 230 people, with the 
ént re building veneered with brick. The laying of the coroer 
Stone of the new church tuok place Sunday morning, September 
27th, 1908 on the church lawn. The day was fair and there was 
a full representation of the congregation and surrounding com- 
munity present. The entire service was very imnpressive. Dr. A. 
» GZenos of the McCormick Theological seminary gave the address, 
Seg on the theme, ‘‘The Pr.de and Pleasure of the Believer 
in a House of Worship’’. All the services of the church were 
held in ne uPage Grange hall until the new church was ready for 
occupancy. The church suffered a keen loss in the passing away 
of Elder, Daniel Patterso January 20th. 1909. He was a 
member of the church for fifty-erght years and an elder for forty- 
one years. ‘‘Uncle Dan’’ gave many years of loving faithful ser- 
vice to the church he loved. y. 


FOURTH PERIOD 1909- 1923 


With the completion and dedication i the new church, a new 
era was Yegun that has been unparalleled in the history of the 
church. The new building with its larger and better facilities has 
made it bossible for the church to minister’ to the needs of the en- 
tire commanity. Daring thse last decade the mission of the coun- 
try church has been demon trated anew, and truly DuPage church 
has made some va uabie contmbutions to this demonstration. Tae 
dedicaiory service of the new church was held on Sunday, May 
30th, 1909 at 2 P.M. This was the only service held during 
the day. It was attended by over five hundred people, the largest 
concoures ever ass-mblei for a religious servic» in the history of 
the church. Rev. Robert Yost .f the Ce.tral Presbyterian church 
at Jolizt gave the dedicatory s-rmon, taking for his text, Acts 
2:47: ‘‘And the Lord adjed to them day by day those that were 
saved.’’ ne entire cost of the new church with furnishings was 
about $9,500. In addition to this amount the men of the parish 
gave Jabor and hauling which was considered the equivalent of $1,- 
000.00. Practically all the money was subscribed before the 
building was begun. The expenditures about equalied the pledges. 
No sol citing w-s done ut the dedication. Another very striking 
and memorable occasion was ihe yorng men’s rally held in the 
church the Tuesday evening following the dedication, which was 
attended by 95 young men Tne seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
organization of the church was oi served with interesting services 
oo Tuesday, July 13, 1909. having been postponed one year owing 
t» the erection of ths a+w caurch) Tae day was perfect and the 
atrendance of 225 was very good for harvest time. The morning 
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service consisted of an address by Rev. J. T. Ford of Arlington 

. Heights, Illinois. the only expastor of the church living greetings 
by Mrs. J. T. Ford, papers by Mrs. George Boardrnan and Miss 
Lynette Thompson and historical talks by W. H. Patterson, Sr.. 
Charles Firestein, and others. A birthday banquet was served at 
noon in the dining room of the church. The afternoon program 
consisted of an address by Hon. James H Alexander. gre-ungs 
from Ghicago Presbytery by Dr. James Frotn ngham, fur many 
yeare ita stated clerk, and the anniversary sermon by Dr. George 
N. Luccock of Oak Park. This occasion will ever b remembered 
as one of the great days in tne life of the church. 

The Chicago Presbytery h-Id its semi annual meeting in the 
church on Moneay, October 14th. 1909,-with 70 ministers and 
elders in attendance. This was the first time that DuPage Church 
had the honor of entertaining the Presbytery in nearly fifty years. 
In May, 1910.the church had the honor of having its pastor chosen 
as a commissioner from Chicago Preshytery to attend the General 
Assembly at Atlantic City, N. J. The thirtietn anniversary of the 
organization of te Women's Missionary society was observed with 
a special service Frid«y evening, November 3rd, 1911 May Ist, 
1912, Rev. McNutt tendered his resignation as pastor as he had 
accepted a position with the Home M asion Board in its department 
of Church and Country Life. On the Sabbath of May 19, he de- 
livered his farewell sermon, thus closing a pastorate of 12 years— 
one of the longest and most successful in the historv of the church. 
Afcer hearing various candidates for the pastorate for nearly a year 
and being unready to extend a cal], the church secured the services 
of Prof. George J. Kirn of the Northwestern college, Naperville, 
as a supply during the summer and fal) months of 1913. Septem. 
ber 2lat, 1918, the church extended a call to Rev. Arthur Amy,of 
Stanley, Wisconsin. He accepted the call and hegan his labors 
here November 30th, 1914 His installation touk place at the an- 
nual meeting of the church March 18th, 1915. During this pas- 
torate the young people’s work was organized into a Community 
Christian Endeavor society, which directed all the various spheres 
of the activities of the young people. After a protracted illness, 
Rev. Amy tendered Fis resignation as pastor February 28th, 1920. 
Prof. George J. Kirn of Northwestern college was again secured 
as a supply for the pulpit until a new pastor could be called. 

March 6th, 1921, the church extended a cali to Rev. Wylie F. 
Steen, a member of the 1921 graduating class of McCormick Theo- 
logical seminary. He accepted the ca]! and began his labors here 
May 29th. 1921. He was duly installed as pastor on June 27th, 
1922, with very interesting services. Rev. E. E. Hastings of the 
Central Presbyterian church at Joliet, mod2rated the meeting The 
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was given “inp Rey. R. Worth Frank of McCormick ‘heo- 
gical seminary. The charge to the pastor was given by his 
: r, Rev. H. W. Steen of the First Presbyterian church at La- 
doga, Indiana, and the charge to the people was given hy Rev. Wee | 
George Prentiss of the Presbyterian church at Berwyn, Illinois. 
tstanding features of Rev. Steen’s efficient leadership are his 
rk with the children of the parish through the organization of a 
nior Christian Endeavor Society,and the abolition of Sunday base 
in the community by games with teams from the neighboring 
country churches on Saturday afternoons. 
In conclusion.a few words regarding the present status of the H 
church may not. be out of place. During the ninety years of the 
church’s organization 704 members have been welcomed into the 
fellowship and covenant of the church, |177 of whom are now mem- 
hers in regular standing. The Sunday school has an enrollment of 
150 members, and the attendance at the sabbath services averages 
over 100. ‘The budget system of finance is being used with 
marked success. {n 1922 the sum of $2. 600.00 was raised on the 
budget, an amount which has no precedent in the entire history of 
the church. Truly conditions were never better than at the pres- 


cause of the Master. 
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- Following is a list of the ten persons who have been members 
of the church the longest, and the date of ‘their reception into the 


church is also given: 


Mrs. Elizabeth Patterson, 1873 Mrs.'Frank Lambert, 1873 
. George G. Lambert 1873 Charles Firestein, Sr. 1873 
Mrs. John Wall 1874 Adam S. Paiterson 1874 
Mrs. Adam S. Patterson 1874 Mrs. John Murr 1874 
Mrs. George G. Lambert 1874 Mrs.- Belle Emery 1882 
\ 
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